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Follow a Scholarship Application
Calendar in 2014
(Originally Published 1/16/14)

By Angela Frisk

I

t’s a new year, full of opportunities to
plan ahead, build your resume and
find new funding opportunities for your
college education. So make a resolution
to stay on track for success by making a
month-to-month schedule for applying for
scholarships.
January, February and March: This is the
ideal time to begin researching and applying
for scholarships. Many scholarships run in
accordance with the academic calendar, so
springtime is blooming with freshly opened
scholarship applications preparing to pay out
to deserving recipients in the fall. Strive to
turn your applications in early and avoid the
rush at the deadline date.
There are many ways you can find
scholarships that are a good fit for you. First,
make an appointment with your school’s
guidance counselor to discuss your options.
Many community organizations also sponsor
scholarship programs, so don’t hesitate to
contact your local service clubs including
Dollars for Scholars, United Way, YMCA or
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YWCA, Kiwanis International, local Chamber
of Commerce or church.
There may be scholarships waiting right
around the corner that you never knew were
there.
When searching for scholarships online,
set up a profile on Fastweb to be matched
with scholarships that fit your academic
ambitions. Scholarship America has a list of
open scholarships to check out as well.
There are plenty of scholarship-related
websites and search engines out there, so
avoid having to pay off thousands of dollars
in debt borrowed next year by paying a visit
to CollegeBoard.com, Scholarships.com and
CollegeNet.com early this year.
April, May and June: Most scholarship
application windows will be winding down by
now. If you’ve already submitted applications
to the programs of most interest to you, this
is a good time to start applying for smaller
programs that are still open.
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If you’ve found yourself procrastinating
or forgot to apply earlier in the year,
there’s still time to find some fantastic
opportunities. Search out programs that
are still accepting applications.

Update your resume and make a list of
teachers, coworkers and counselors who
could provide glowing references for you.

Make a list organized by deadline date.
Start from the top and challenge yourself
to meet each deadline.

Did you set goals to improve your grades
or up your involvement this year? Revisit
your goals from last semester and make
sure you’re sticking to your plan or getting
yourself back on track if necessary.

July, August and September: By
midsummer, many students have their
financial plans figured out and there are
not as many open scholarship programs.
This makes it the perfect time of year to
break from filling out applications and
focus on research.

Everyone has a different schedule and
maybe your calendar is a bit different from
the usual August through May college
year. The important thing is to you set your
own plan. Write notes on your calendar
or set pop-up reminders in your email
account – whatever works for you.

Make a list of scholarships you find that fit
your interests. Organize them by the date
they begin accepting applications so you
don’t miss a deadline.

Get an early start and stick to your goals
throughout the year. Your future self will
thank you for all your hard work.

This is also a great time to make
resolutions for the upcoming school year.

January-March: Apply for
scholarships.

If you’ve had trouble with your grades in
the past, set a goal to improve. Maybe
you could use some more leadership
experience, work experience or
involvement in extracurricular activities to
beef up your scholarship applications.

April-June: Apply for
smaller programs;
catch up on last-minute
deadlines.

You have the whole school year to boost
your ability to stand out of the applicant
pool.

July-September:
Research scholarships for
next year.

October, November and December: Now
that the school year is well underway and
the time to start working on scholarship
applications is again fast approaching, it
is a good time to do some pre-planning.

October-December:
Revisit and update your
application materials.
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Avoid 4 Common Scams
Aimed at Students

Do some research to make sure the
sponsor of any scholarship you apply for
is legitimate. If you are unsure about the
sponsor of a scholarship program, you
can contact the Better Business Bureau in
the city where the scholarship service is
located, or the FTC.

(Originally Published 1/2/14)

By Angela Frisk

A

s a newly independent young adult
attending and paying for college,
you’ll experience many new and
exciting things. But there’s one thing we
hope you’ll never experience: being targeted
by con artists looking to take advantage
of inexperienced college students who are
struggling to support themselves.
International students are especially
vulnerable to scholarship scams, as they
must juggle starting college with becoming
familiar with a new country and culture.
Here are some tips and resources to help
students avoid falling for some of the most
common scams.
1. Don’t fall victim to telephone or Internet
scams: If you are an international student in
the U.S., you could be seen as an easy target
for scammers.
In spring 2013, Cornell University alerted
international students to a scam in which
someone claiming to be an immigration
officer called students and told them they
had not completed their paperwork correctly.
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If a scholarship claims to be guaranteed to
all applicants or does not require an essay
or application asking for information about
your education or experiences, it might be
fraudulent.

These students were asked to send money
via Western Union to purchase a temporary
visa in order to stay in the country. In
some cases, students were told there were
criminal cases pending against them for
visa violations as a way to scare them into
sending money.
Stanford University alerted their international
students to the same type of scam, as did
the University of Massachusetts and Purdue.
Remember to never share personal
information over the telephone, especially
your Social Security or passport number.
Government officials will never call and ask
for money over the phone, so if this happens
to you, make sure you report it to the Federal
Trade Commission.
2. Don’t pay to apply for scholarships:
When it comes to financial aid, be wary
of scholarship programs that require an
application fee or sound too good to be true.
Legitimate scholarship programs will include
selection parameters, which might include a
high GPA, participation in clubs and activities
or volunteer experience.
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3. Be suspicious of banks that charge
large upfront fees in exchange for low
interest rate loans: Besides scholarships,
other forms of financial aid generally come
from the government in the form of grants
or loans you receive in your financial aid
package after filling out the FAFSA.
If you plan to take out private bank loans,
make sure you deal with a trusted bank
and understand any fees and interest
charges you will incur. If you are asked
to pay a large fee upfront in exchange for
a very low interest rate or are asked to
abide by an extensive list of regulations,
you are right to be suspicious. There are
trustworthy sources of funding for college,
but student loans from U.S. banks can be
difficult for international students to obtain.
Most legitimate and reputable banks won’t
ask you to pay large fees to get a loan.
Always remember – if it sounds too good
to be true, it probably is.
4. Don’t send a deposit for an apartment
before visiting in person: If you’re not
planning to live in your college’s dorms,
it can be a challenge to arrange housing

for school – even more so when you
live in a different state or country. Many
international and out-of-state students will
search for apartments online and might be
tempted to send a deposit without actually
seeing the place firsthand, especially if it
seems to be an amazing deal.
But students must beware of a common
housing scam. Not wanting to miss out on
a great price, students might reply to an
advertisement and wire a housing deposit,
only to arrive in the U.S. and discover the
apartment was fake and their money is
gone.
If you’re not living in your school’s
residence halls, avoid making a payment
on a rental property until you know it’s the
real deal. It might be worth your time to
stay in a hotel for a few days and finish
your apartment hunting after your arrival.
You can also have a trusted friend visit
the space for you to verify that everything
checks out.
If you think you might be caught in a
scam, your state department of consumer
protection and state attorney general’s
office are trusted institutions you can turn
to. The National Consumer League’s Fraud
Center will also investigate and advocate
on your behalf.
If you receive a strange email or phone
call, write down the contact information of
the organization contacting you and talk to
an adviser at your school before you give
out any financial or personal information.
Don’t be afraid to report a scam if you
think you might have been victimized. You
might be able to help other students avoid
falling into the same situation.
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Avoid Making These 4
Scholarship Search Mistakes
(Originally Published 6/12/14)

By Matt Konrad

A

s the school year winds down and
the last scholarships for the season
are handed out, students across
the country are able to take a break and
assess how they did. And while thousands of
scholarship recipients are heading into summer
with a clear idea of how they’ll be paying for
college next year, there are also plenty of high
school grads and college students wondering
why they came up empty.
That’s a question with no easy answer. Every
scholarship program is different, and the
high cost of tuition has made them more
competitive than ever before. But there are a
few basic mistakes that are almost guaranteed
to cost you. If your scholarship haul wasn’t as
great as you’d hoped this year, here are four
big mistakes to avoid when the majority of
applications open again.
1. Don’t start too late. Being a student is hard
work, and between classes, activities, work
and your social life, it can be almost impossible
to find time to look for scholarships, much less
to fill out long applications.
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But getting a late start on your search means
missing out on opportunities that you didn’t
have time to find, and getting a late start on
your applications means you have to try and
write big-money essays in a big rush. Most
scholarship programs are closed over the
summer, and that makes it a perfect time to
research when they open again and what
they’re looking for, so you can hit the ground
running in the fall and winter.
2. Don’t limit your search. You have a wealth
of scholarship sources available to you, and it
can be a costly mistake to ignore any of them.
Your search will probably start online, with a
scholarship aggregator like Fastweb. That will
find a lot of options for you, but it’s only the
beginning.
Your high school, your current or future college
and your department or major all provide
scholarship opportunities, which you can find
online or by talking to advisers. Your employer,
or your parents’, may offer scholarships or
other tuition assistance.
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And whether your hobbies and interests
include soccer, sailing, speaking Klingon
or saving animals, it’s likely there are
scholarships centered around them, too.
3. Don’t write a cookie-cutter application
and expect it to work for everything.
There are plenty of elements that just
about every scholarship asks about, such
as academics, activities and future plans.
As a result, you may also be tempted to
copy-and-paste your essays and personal
statements from one application to the next
– but you’re losing money if you do.
Scholarship evaluators are looking for
students who stand out and who fit a
specific set of criteria. To boost your
chances, take some time to learn about the
organization presenting the scholarship.
Find out about previous recipients. Learn
what the scholarship provider values in a
student, and make sure your application
emphasizes why you’re the perfect recipient
for their exact award.

4. Don’t expect to get everything right
on your first try. We all make mistakes.
Unfortunately, in a competitive scholarship
program, any little mistake might be the
reason that your application gets tossed
aside.
To help make sure you avoid typos and
essays that don’t make sense, find a
trusted editor or proofreader to go over your
application before you submit it. It can be a
parent, a teacher or a fellow student, as long
as they can edit your work with an eye for
detail – and you don’t mind hearing some
constructive criticism that could pay off in
the long run.
There’s often no single, simple reason why
one scholarship application is selected
over another. But by avoiding these four
major mistakes, you can ensure that you’re
submitting the best possible applications to
all the right programs.
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Stretch Your Scholarship Search
With Regional Opportunities
(Originally Published 2/20/14)

By Matt Konrad

A

s you search for scholarships
to help you pay for your college
education, it can sometimes feel like
you’ve looked everywhere. You’ve checked
your hometown, talked with your current
or prospective colleges, learned about
scholarships in your major and searched
online for awards in your state.
If you’re struggling to figure out where to turn
next, research scholarships available in your
region. It’s a little more work, but regional
programs can provide a number of avenues
for kick-starting a stalled scholarship search.
The most basic way to start is by performing
a search with the name of your region
and the word “scholarships.” Regions, of
course, are less defined than states, cities or
schools, but that variation means there are
more options for searching.
Here in Minnesota, scholarship seekers
can look for scholarships geared toward
the northern Plains, the Upper Midwest
and the Great Lakes regions. A student in
Washington, D.C., could find awards geared
toward the mid-Atlantic, the Washington
metro area or even the southeast.
10
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Wherever you live, chances are good that
this simple but overlooked search will reveal
award opportunities you didn’t know about.
It’s also likely to uncover some regional
reciprocity programs.
While these aren’t exactly scholarships,
programs like the New England Board of
Higher Education’s Tuition Break reduce
college costs by discounting out-of-state
tuition for students who live in the region. To
learn more about these kinds of programs,
search for tuition reciprocity or ask your
financial aid adviser about reciprocity
options.
Your search may also turn up awards from
regional community foundations. Community
foundations are a specific kind of nonprofit
organization. Typically, they collect donations
from supporters in a metropolitan area,
region or state and then distribute the money
through a variety of programs ranging from
food shelves to arts organizations to park
cleanup.
Just about all regional organizations fund
scholarships for students in their region.
Check out the Community Foundation for
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the Greater Capital Region in New York,
and the Community Foundation of the
Rappahannock River Region in Virginia
to see how these single organizations give
out dozens of scholarships with a wide
array of criteria.
If you’ve already decided on a college
or are weighing a few options, you
should know that many school alumni
associations award scholarships on a
regional basis across the nation. Regional
alumni associations generally offer
scholarships to students who live in the
region and plan to attend their alma mater.
You can see lists of dozens of regional
alumni association awards from Princeton
University and Indiana University. These
are by no means unique, as just about
every sizable college in the country should
have a similar list.
For students planning to move far from
home for college and possibly pay outof-state tuition, these awards can be
especially valuable. They can also be more
accessible than most.
Depending on where you live, you might
be one of only a handful of people heading
to your school. So if you’re in the Puget
Sound region and looking at studying
at the University of Michigan, or you
live in Atlanta but dream of going to the
University of Southern California, connect
with your regional alumni association as
early as possible.

offer scholarships with highly specific
criteria.
If your dream is to become a music
teacher, an organization like the Texas
Music Educators Association offers
renewable, single-year and graduate
scholarships. Even more focused, the
Hispanic National Bar Association offers
scholarships to Latino law students in
each of its 19 regions across the country.
Even if you don’t have a declared
major, you can still find some regional
scholarships. The Northeast Regional
Honors Council, one of the regional
offices of the National Collegiate Honors
Council, provides scholarship awards
for its own enrichment opportunities and
honors semester courses of study.
And those involved in student leadership
should check out the regional scholarships
offered by the National Association for
Campus Activities, which awards active
campus leaders in the association’s seven
regions.
Your region may not be the first area
that comes to mind when you start your
scholarship search. But don’t forget to
search for these opportunities – you’re
likely to find some overlooked and
potentially lucrative awards.

Finally, your major and extracurricular
activities can pay off if you connect
with the regional offices of professional
and student organizations. Like alumni
associations, many of these groups
operate on a regional basis, and most
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Discover Scholarships for
Nontraditional Students
(Originally Published 6/26/14)

By Carissa Chang Cress

I

n today’s higher education landscape,
students come from all walks of life,
from the recent high school graduate
who decides to work full-time before
attending college, to the mom who’s ready to
head back to school.
If, like these examples, you identify as a
nontraditional student, you’re probably
spending lots of time looking at financial aid
options. The Advisory Committee on Student
Financial Assistance, an independent
committee that advises Congress and the
Secretary of Education, found that financial
barriers are the primary cause for parttime and delayed enrollment. And whether
you’re seeking an online degree or enrolling
on campus, the Scholarship Coach has a
handful of scholarship opportunities for you
to pursue.
If you’re looking to resume your
undergraduate studies, the Bernard Osher
Foundation’s Osher Reentry Scholarship
Program rewards individuals who want to
continue their education after five or more
years away from school. The foundation
doesn’t directly distribute awards to
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students. Instead, institutions apply to
administer the scholarship based on funds
that the foundation gives them.
Each institution can apply for up to $50,000
a year with possible renewal for second
and third years, so it’s worth researching
to see if your school of interest offers the
program. There are currently 90 institutions
on the foundation’s list and you’ll want to
check with specific schools to see when their
application cycle closes.
For women seeking to restart their studies
or to make a career change, the American
Association of University Women offers a
career development grant for its members.
The one-year grant, which ranges from
$2,000 to $12,000, allows women to
complete course work beyond a bachelor’s
degree. According to the organization’s
website, primary consideration is given to
women of color and women pursuing their
first advanced degree or credentials in
nontraditional fields.
In addition to an online application, other
program requirements include a proposed
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budget and narrative, one letter of
recommendation and a $35 nonrefundable
filing fee. Although grant recipients have
already been chosen for the 2014-2015
academic year, keep tabs on the site for a
new application. Last year’s cycle opened
Aug. 1.
If you or your family is strapped for
financial resources and you live in rental
housing, you may be eligible for the Mary
Lou Manzie Memorial Scholarship.
The scholarship, offered by the National
Leased Housing Association, targets
nontraditional students who live in rental
housing that’s owned, managed or
administered by the group. Association
members are primarily involved in Section
8 housing programs.
Applicants must demonstrate both merit
and need. The scholarship can be used to
cover the cost of tuition, books and other
class-related expenses. Although 2014
scholarship recipients have already been
selected, so check back this winter for the
2015 application.

Finally, seek student groups or
associations that assist nontraditional
students. On-campus resources like the
University of Wyoming’s Nontraditional
Student Center, which says that one in
three students enrolled at the university is
a nontraditional student, offer significant
services.
In addition to listing relevant scholarship
opportunities, these centers can also
provide interest groups and academic
support. National associations like
the Association for Nontraditional
Students in Higher Education can also
offer support and networking alongside
scholarships.
The skyrocketing cost of tuition, as well as
personal obligations, means that there are
a number of factors that can contribute to
nontraditional student status. No matter
your situation, it’s never too late for school,
and these scholarship opportunities can
give you a head start for your return to
campus.
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Make College Affordable With
Scholarships for Low-Income Students
(Originally Published 2/27/14)

By Carissa Chang Cress

P

resident Barack Obama and first lady
Michelle Obama last month convened
a college opportunity summit at
the White House, calling on institutions to
increase college opportunities for low-income
students.
It’s no secret that as tuition has gone up, so
have barriers to college access. According to
Sallie Mae’s “How America Pays for College
2013,” low-income families continue to be
the most concerned about meeting the costs
of college.
We’re here to share several scholarship
resources for low-income families who want
to make college a priority and are searching
for ways to make it possible.
The first place to start is by filling out the Free
Application for Federal Student Aid.
Once you complete the FAFSA, you’ll be
considered for federal grants by the schools
listed in your application. Grants, like the
Pell Grant and Federal Supplemental
Educational Opportunity Grant, don’t need
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to be repaid and are often need-based. Pell
Grants are the most common and provide a
maximum award of $5,730 for the 2014-2015
academic year.
Filling out the FAFSA may also enable you
to participate in the Federal Work-Study
Program. Although it’s not a scholarship,
these part-time jobs will help students earn
money to defray the cost of tuition and fees.
The program is available at about 3,400
participating schools, so ask your college’s
financial aid office to see if it’s offered.
In addition to federal funds, investigate state
grant programs, which may award grants to
low- and middle-income families to help pay
for in-state college costs. Each state has
different deadlines.
California’s deadline for non-community
college students is March 2, and
Pennsylvania’s deadline is May 1. In each
case, check your state’s requirements. Often,
your FAFSA will be used in combination with
state-specific applications to determine an
award amount.
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For a prestigious program geared toward
low-income students, look into the
QuestBridge National College Match.
The program offers high school seniors
who have “achieved academic excellence
in the face of economic challenges” a
full scholarship to one of 35 participating
institutions.
QuestBridge requires a transcript,
test score reports, three letters of
recommendation and several essays. The
next application cycle opens in August.
If you’re a student living in California,
Illinois, Texas or New York, consider
the TELACU Scholarship Program,
which can include leadership and skills
development, in addition to financial
assistance. The program includes a
handful of scholarship types, from
a community leadership award for
high school seniors to a business and
engineering award for current college
students.

Low-income, first-generation students
from eligible neighborhoods across the
four states can apply. Since this year’s
deadline is Feb. 28, check back for
updated program information for next
year.
Finally, don’t forget to ask your college’s
financial aid office about institutionspecific scholarships. On top of federal
grants, financial aid offices will know
which awards are available at your
school – including scholarships based on
financial need.
The University of Central Florida, for
example, lists a number of scholarships
on its website that include financial need
as a preference or requirement.
Whether you’re a college-bound student
or a current college student from a lowincome family, seeking out grants and
scholarships can make a huge difference
in making college completion a reality and
a success.
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Find College Scholarships That
Support Students With Autism
(Originally Published 4/17/14)

By Matt Konrad

F

or students with autism, the
transition from high school to
college is fraught with unique
difficulties. In addition to the challenges
that every college student faces, young
adults with autism spectrum disorders
must develop new living skills, navigate
a brand-new social landscape, and work
hard to ensure that their own learning
styles are accommodated, not lost in the
shuffle.
It’s a tough enough transition that
advocacy organization Autism Speaks
provides a 13-page guide for students and
families. And these challenges come even
before you start thinking about paying for
it all.
April is National Autism Awareness Month,
and so The Scholarship Coach wanted to
take a look at ways to help students with
autism spectrum disorders afford college.
Fortunately, there are college scholarships
out there to help, including one whose
founder is himself a college graduate with
autism.
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The Rise Scholarship Foundation
provides scholarships for students with
a variety of learning disabilities, and
it has introduced an award specific
to students with autism spectrum
disorders. These $2,500 scholarships
are awarded to high school seniors
who are planning to attend college the
following academic year.
Applications are currently closed, and
the 2014 winners will be announced in
June. Keep an eye on the Rise website
to see what it takes, and plan to apply
next winter for 2015.

The KFM Making a Difference
scholarship was started by Kerry
Magro, a Seton Hall University alumnus,
motivational speaker and autism advocate.
The program was inspired by Magro’s own
experiences searching for financial aid.
This award is typically offered twice a year
and provides a $500 scholarship to an
autistic college student. Applications for
the spring 2014 scholarship are open until
April 30, so this one is a good place to
start.
The Organization for Autism Research
scholarships are also currently accepting
applications, with a May 2 deadline. OAR
offers two separate awards, the Schwallie
Family Scholarship for higher-functioning
students, and the Lisa Higgins Hussman
Scholarship for students with more severe
autism diagnoses.
Both scholarships can be used for twoor four-year colleges, technical schools
or cooperative life skills programs, so it’s
worth applying no matter what your plans
are after high school.
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A number of regional and state
scholarships are also available, either
through state governments or autism
advocacy groups. Autism Delaware,
for example, provides $1,000 awards to
adults with a diagnosis on the spectrum
who are interested in attending college.
They also offer scholarships to current
and aspiring teachers and therapists
focused on the autism community.
The Ohio Department of Education
provides scholarships to students with
autism between the ages of 3 and 22.
Wherever you live, it’s likely you can
find similar opportunities. Family grants
may also help defray some education
expenses.
In addition to autism-specific
awards, students may also qualify for
scholarships focused on learning or
general disabilities. Programs like the
American Association on Health
and Disability scholarship and the
Foundation for Science and Disability
Student Award are worth checking out
if you’re interested in health, science,

technology, engineering or mathematics
fields.

A number of regional and
state scholarships are also
available, either through
state governments or
autism advocacy groups.
Autism Delaware, for
example, provides $1,000
awards to adults with a
diagnosis on the spectrum
who are interested in
attending college. They
also offer scholarships
to current and aspiring
teachers and therapists
focused on the autism
community.
Finally, remember that your diagnosis
– whatever the severity – doesn’t
disqualify you from any scholarship
applications. Apply for everything you
can. If you need inspiration, check
out the story of Sam Sadowitz, a
football player, autistic student and
winner of a $500,000 Gates Millennium
Scholarship.
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Scholarships Offer Support for
Moms in College
(Originally Published 5/8/14)

By Angela Frisk

A

s a mom, you may have worked hard
to save up a college fund for your
child. But you may want to think about
doing something to invest in your own future.

award. Nominations have closed for the 2014
season, but interested moms should check
back in the fall to find out about future award
opportunities.

Earning a higher education can help you
find more fulfilling work and better support
your family financially. Earning a degree also
increases the likelihood that your children
will be motivated and able to pursue higher
education themselves. For all those mothers
who want to go to college without feeling the
guilt of tapping into their child’s college fund,
check out these scholarships.

The Patsy Takemoto Mink Education
Foundation offers five scholarships of up
to $5,000 each year for low-income women
who are pursuing education or training and
have children who are minors. The application
includes an essay about your educational
goals and experiences and asks for financial
information. The deadline to apply is Aug. 1.

The Boys & Girls Clubs of America and the
University of Phoenix have partnered to offer
the Most Inspirational Mom full-tuition
scholarship to fund an undergraduate or
master’s degree from the University of Phoenix.
You may nominate yourself, or your child may
nominate you if he or she is older than 18. The
application requires a 400-600 word essay
about your education goals and how you
inspire your kids, family and community.
Semifinalists are selected to complete a
separate application, and current University of
Phoenix students are not eligible to receive an
18
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The Talbots Women’s Scholarship awards one
$30,000 Nancy Talbot Scholarship Award and
30 $5,000 awards for women pursuing college
degrees later in life. This scholarship supports
women with an entrepreneurial spirit so they
can pursue their dreams and lead a fuller,
healthier life. The application period begins in
November every year.
If you’re a single mother, it can be difficult
to simultaneously support your children and
pursue your own education. Fortunately, there
are generous organizations out there offering
scholarships to make education costs less of a
burden to your budget.
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Soroptimist, a women’s empowerment
organization, offers the Live Your Dream
Awards program to assist women who
provide the primary source of income for
their families. The program helps over 1,000
women each year.
If you’re enrolled in or have been accepted
to a training program or undergraduate
degree program and you demonstrate
financial need, you may be eligible to apply
for one of the educational grants. The funds
can be used to offset any costs associated
with your education efforts, including books,
child care, tuition and transportation.
The Bronx Council on the Arts offers the
Josephine Aguado Scholarship for single
mothers pursuing a degree at CUNY Hostos
Community College with a GPA of 2.5 or
higher. Awards of $1,000 are granted each
year.
The application requires a personal
statement, two letters of recommendation
and a college or high school transcript.
The deadline to apply passed in March but
check back next spring for opportunities.

In addition to national programs, some funds
may be available to moms in specific states.
For example, the Arkansas Single Parent
Scholarship Fund awards funding to lowincome single parents in Arkansas pursuing
postsecondary education to prepare for
skilled employment. Eligibility requirements
vary by county.
As a mom, you may be eligible for
substantial federal grants or loans to help
make higher education affordable, especially
if you’re a single or low-income parent. You
can apply for federal aid by completing the
Free Application for Federal Student Aid,
which takes into account your income and
the number of people supported on that
income. June 30 is the deadline to apply
each year.
Whether you’re returning to school or
heading to college for the first time, pursuing
an education can be difficult if you already
have your hands full making sure the
kids get to school on time and finish their
homework. Applying for scholarships today
can make paying college bills one less box
to check off on your to-do lists in the future.
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Target These 10 Unique
Scholarships in 2014
(Originally Published 1/9/14)

By Carissa Chang Cress

T

aking a holiday break from work or
school provides a great opportunity
to start the upcoming year refreshed.
If you’re in high school or college, the break
can also help re-energize you when it comes
to applying for scholarships.
In addition to finding some scholarship
trends for 2014, The Scholarship Coach
is ringing in the new year with 10 diverse
awards – ranging from large and established
to small but meaningful – in order to help
revitalize your scholarship search.
1. For STEM students: The Scholarship
Coach has covered technology and STEM
scholarships in the past, but there’s another
award to add to those lists.
The Intertek Scholarship Program is a brand
new program for 2014. Intertek is offering a
two-for-one deal to five aspiring engineers.
Winners will receive an award of up to
$10,000 as well as an internship at an
office of the global quality assurance and
certification company. You’ll want to apply
soon, as the deadline is Jan. 17.
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2. For the artistically inclined: The CreateA-Greeting-Card Scholarship Contest gives
you a chance to exercise your artistic skills.
Applicants must submit an original artwork
greeting card design by Jan. 15 for a chance
to win $10,000, plus an additional $1,000 for
your college or high school!
3. For the social media savvy: The Toyota
Teen Driver Video Challenge is offering
$15,000, $10,000 and $7,500 to the top
three winners submitting video public service
announcements on teen driving safety.

Asian-American and Pacific Islander or
Hispanic-American are eligible to apply
by Jan. 15.
5. For those with unique skills:
Another good-through-graduation
scholarship program comes from the
Posse Foundation. The foundation seeks
nominations each spring for top-notch
public high school juniors “who may be
overlooked by traditional college selection
processes.”
The 10 selected Posse Scholars receive
precollege, on-campus and career
training.
6. For the altruist: If volunteerism is in
your veins, consider applying for the
Prudential Spirit of Community Awards.
If you’re in grades 5 through 12, you can
apply through a participating school or
local organization.
The deadline for 2014 awards has
passed, but be on the lookout for future
deadlines. The last application cycle
opened in September.

Once you create a video, upload it to
YouTube for a chance to have it reviewed by
contest judges. Ten finalists will get a chance
to compete for the top prizes. Applications
are due by March 13.

7. For the working student: Being
employed while in school not only helps
pay college bills, it can also bolster your
resume. It’s even more beneficial if your
company offers employee scholarships.

4. For minority students: If you are seeking
a good-through-graduation scholarship
program, check out the Gates Millennium
Scholars Program. This prestigious program
selects 1,000 scholars nationwide and
requires nomination by an educator.
Students who are African-American,
American Indian or Alaska Native,

The Walmart Associate Scholarship, for
example, offers up to $16,000 to selected
employees. There are several 2014
application dates and the next deadline is
March 3.
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8. For the environmentalist: The Sara
Shallenberger Brown GCA National Parks
Conservation Scholarship supports a
unique field training program related to
America’s national parks.
Undergraduates ages 19 and 20 can
apply by Feb. 15 for an Apprentice Crew
Leader Program, which includes training,
transportation and a $750 stipend for a
three-week stint. The award is distributed
by the Garden Club of America, which
offers merit-based scholarships covering
specialties from desert studies to urban
forestry.
9. For the student trying to stay in
college: The Scholarship America Dream
Award is a multi-year, performance-based
scholarship fund targeted toward getting
college students to finish their degree.
If you’re in at least your second year
of postsecondary study, you could be
eligible to apply.
The renewable scholarship provides
between $5,000 to $15,000 annually, with
an additional $1,000 added to the award
each year until graduation. While the
inaugural application period is closed, the
program will open again in the fall.
10. For students who have beaten
the odds: If you’ve overcome adversity,
check out the Horatio Alger Association
Scholarship. The program awards high
school seniors who have shown integrity
and perseverance despite hard times.
Students in Idaho, Louisiana and
Montana still have a chance to enter.
Applications from those states will reopen
from Jan. 15 to April 15.
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Showcase Creativity, Offbeat
Interests for These College
Scholarships
(Originally Published 4/3/14)

By Lynelle Hubbard

A

pril Fool’s Day is cause for all sorts
of shenanigans in high school halls
and college dormitories, and most
people have been victims of a prank at
least once or twice in their lives.

Even if you haven’t hashed out a plan just
yet, applications aren’t due until Oct. 31, so
start preparing.

In honor of this unusual holiday, we’ve
decided to showcase a few offbeat
scholarships that celebrate the interests
and talents of highly creative students, and
provide an opportunity to use your unusual
skills to your educational advantage.

Perhaps you enjoy something a little on the
lighter and sweeter side. If that’s the case,
then ScholarshipExperts.com has another
unique opportunity for you.

For Future Zombie Slayers:
Are you a superfan of “The Walking Dead”
who has envisioned a post-apocalyptic
world overrun with zombies? Maybe you’ve
even come up with a game plan for what
you would do to survive.
If so, there’s a scholarship opportunity
out there for a high school or college
student who can come up with the
best zombie survival guide. The folks at
ScholarshipExperts.com are awarding
the winner of the Zombie Apocalypse
Scholarship with $2,000 to go toward
college tuition.
22
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For Flavorful Personalities:

Try envisioning yourself as an ice cream
flavor – what do you see? Maybe your
personality is invigorating, like mint, or
maybe you’re a little more complex, like
rocky road. To apply for the Flavor of the
Month scholarship, all you need to do is tell
ScholarshipExperts.com what flavor of ice
cream you would be and why in fewer than
250 words.
The winner will receive a $1,500
scholarship and a place on the site next to
winners from previous years.
The deadline for this scholarship falls at the
end of July – which, of course, is National
Ice Cream Month.
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For Aspiring Cartoonists and Graphic
Novelists:
Do you like to read or create your own
comic strips and graphic novels? If you
do, consider the Jay Kennedy Memorial
Scholarship. The scholarship is offered
by the National Cartoonists Society
Foundation in an effort to help students
who are passionate about cartoons.
The scholarship is available to all college
juniors and seniors enrolled in a fouryear college. Students do not need to be
art majors to apply, though samples of
cartooning work are required.
The NCSF will judge the pieces
and choose the winners and award
scholarship amounts of up to $5,000 at
their discretion. Although the deadline
for 2014 awards passed in December,
this is definitely a scholarship worth
keeping an eye on.

For Video Game Aficionados:
Over the years, your parents may have
griped about video games being a waste
of time, but those countless hours spent
gaming could pay off big time with the
Game Innovators Scholarship from the
Game Show Network.
If you’re knowledgeable and passionate
about video games and are interested
in driving further gaming innovation,
you can apply for the award, which will
go to a student who plans on pursuing
a career in the gaming industry. This
scholarship is open to all current college
students regardless of their major – and
last year’s winner received $2,500.
No matter how unusual you may think
your interests are, there are bound to be
resources out there that match them. Be
creative in your scholarship searches,
and feel free to wander off the beaten
path from time to time. It just may pay
off in the long run.
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Fund Your International Curiosity
With Foreign Affairs Scholarships
(Originally Published 5/29/14)

By Michelle Showalter

A

s communications technology and
the Internet advance, the world has
gotten increasingly smaller – or at
least it feels that way. The connections we
now have with countries near and far mean
more opportunities to live and work outside
the U.S., particularly for those students
interested in foreign affairs.
If you’re hoping to obtain a job overseas or
have a fondness for diplomacy, economics
or political science, you may consider
a career in international relations or
foreign affairs. The following scholarship
opportunities can help get you there.
Students interested in entering the U.S.
Department of State foreign service upon
graduation can receive extra help and
support from the Thomas R. Pickering
Foreign Affairs fellowship programs,
offered through a partnership between the
U.S. Department of State and the Woodrow
Wilson National Fellowship Foundation.
Pickering Fellows are given academic and
professional preparation to enter the U.S.
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foreign service and represent America’s
interests abroad. As a Pickering Fellow,
you’ll receive mentoring, professional
development and financial support,
including up to $40,000 annually for tuition,
room and board, books and fees.
Undergraduate and graduate students are
encouraged to apply. Though the deadline
for the next round isn’t until early next year,
be sure and check out the program as early
as possible, as the application is lengthy.
Women interested in pursuing a career
related to U.S. national security and defense
shouldn’t miss applying for the Women in
Defense Horizons scholarship program.
Open to college juniors and above, including
those in graduate school, awards are based
on academic achievement, participation in
defense and national security activities, field
of study, work experience, statements of
objectives, recommendations and financial
need. The deadline is July 15, so you still
have some time to apply for this prestigious
award.
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There are few better ways to study
international relations than through
study abroad. IES Abroad offers a
$3,000 merit-based scholarship to
students who are interested in foreign
relations and will be participating in one
of the organizations’s 100 study abroad
programs in 35 locations.
I can attest to a fantastic experience I had
with IES when I studied abroad in London
in 2004. IES provides more than $2
million in scholarships every year, so even
if you’re not eligible for this particular
scholarship, you should definitely
check out the group’s other scholarship
opportunities if you’re planning on
participating in one of its study abroad
programs.
For those of you who are going on to
graduate school and are also interested in
a career in the foreign service of the U.S.
Agency for International Development,
consider applying to the Donald M.
Payne International Development
Graduate Fellowship Program. Payne

Fellows work on the front lines of some
of the most pressing global challenges
including poverty, hunger, injustice,
disease, environmental degradation,
climate change, conflict and violent
extremism and join USAID once they
complete the program.
Payne Fellows receive up to $90,000 in
benefits for two years of graduate school,
internships and professional development
activities. Read about a typical Payne
Fellows experience, then check back
soon for information on when to apply for
next year.
Finally, make sure you check with your
home institution for further foreign affairs
and international studies scholarships
or fellowship opportunities. Many
universities offer unique programs
available only to their students.
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Feed Your STEM
Curiosity With These
College Scholarships
(Originally Published 4/24/14)

By Carissa Chang Cress

O

ver the last few years, science,
technology, engineering and math
scholarships have been on the rise,
and that doesn’t show any signs of slowing
down. There’s even a new federal priority to
increase STEM access.
The Scholarship Coach has covered the
continuing rise of STEM scholarships,
and has noticed some interesting things
about next year’s available scholarships
for science-minded students. In addition
to traditional essay-based scholarship
questions, you’ll see more unconventional
applications, such as those that require
conducting experiments or working in
teams to solve a problem. If you’re an outof-the-box thinker who’s always striving for
a scientific challenge, these creative STEM
scholarships may feed your inventive hunger.
One of those team-based programs, FIRST,
is a contest of international proportions.
With more than 300,000 participants from
more than 70 countries, FIRST offers
robotics competitions for all grade levels.
Two competitions in particular, FIRST
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Tech Challenge and FIRST Robotics
Competition, offer middle school and high
school students a chance to apply real-world
math and science concepts by building their
own robots.
A number of schools and organizations
partner with these competitions to offer
scholarships to participating students. Since
the last time we reported on the program, the
total awards have been upped to more than
$19 million. Awards range from $500 to fullride scholarships.
Most of the scholarships are for use at
particular schools, but a handful can be used
at any school. Both programs kick off in
September each year, with championships
culminating in April. Keep your eyes peeled
for information on future seasons.
If you’re passionate about the sciences and
the environment, check out the Lexus Eco
Challenge, another team-based challenge
with rewarding payoffs. Once a teacher
adviser selects of team of five to 10 students,
the team chooses an environmental issue
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that’s important to its members, develops
and implements an action plan and reports
its results.
Teams from grades six to 12 can enter one
or both challenges that address different
environmental elements – land and water,
or air and climate. Winning teams from
each element challenge earn $10,000 and
move on to the final challenge series. Last
year’s two grand prize-winning teams
also earned $30,000 each. Since winners
from the last challenge cycle were recently
announced, you’ll want to check back for
the 2014-2015 season.
The Proton OnSite Scholarship Program
rewards environmental science and
technology thinkers for finding new and
creative ways to produce hydrogen
with water and renewable energy. The
application poses questions about the
real-world problem and also asks for a
five-minute video essay submission on
what students hope to accomplish in the
next 10 years to help evolve the science
and technology sectors. The program
offers up to $25,000 per year, which can
be renewable up to a total of $100,000.

The Proton OnSite
Scholarship Program
rewards environmental
science and technology
thinkers for finding new and
creative ways to produce
hydrogen with water and
renewable energy.

For social media-savvy college students,
DiscoverE Engineering offers several
engineering awards, including a
scholarship program that’s run almost
exclusively on Facebook. The New Faces
of Engineering College Edition offers
$500 to $1,000 scholarships to current
undergraduate engineering students in
their third, fourth or fifth year of school.
Check out the program’s active Facebook
page – last year’s application was
accessible on Facebook, and the page is
also meant to be a place to connect with
other engineering students and resources.
Be sure to look out for future program
dates on there, too.
Last but not least, if you’re from
Connecticut or the New York City
metropolitan area or plan to attend – or are
attending – college in Connecticut or New
York City, the Milton Fisher Scholarship
for Innovation and Creativity could really
help your science imagination soar.
The program is intentionally broad and is
for “a student who has solved an artistic,
scientific, or technical problem in a new
or unusual way.” Rather than focusing
on academic achievement, the program
seeks to reward creative problem solvers.
Applications are available to high school
juniors, seniors and current undergraduate
students. Three to six awards of up
to $5,000 per year, for a total of up to
$20,000, are available and you must apply
by April 30, 2014.
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Make Your Case for These Law
School Scholarships
(Originally Published 3/13/14)

By Angela Frisk

A

ttending law school can be a
prestigious, intellectually stimulating
starting point for a successful
career. But between rising tuition costs and a
highly competitive job market for law school
graduates, it can also be a quick path to
financial distress for students without a solid
plan for paying off student loans. Luckily,
there are plenty of scholarships available to
help ease the financial burden.
If you’re just starting to consider law
school, check out the TruFit Good Citizen
Scholarship, offered by Citizens Bank to
high school seniors, college and graduate
students who demonstrate a commitment
to doing good in their communities. As a
student interested in law and justice, you
probably exemplify the core values they’re
looking for. Awards range from $1,000 to
$5,000.
For students in law school or who are
preparing to take the plunge, the Federal
Circuit Bar Association has awarded
almost $400,000 in scholarships since 2001.
Applicants must be attending an American
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Bar Association-accredited law school in the
upcoming academic year and can apply by
submitting a resume, academic transcripts
and a short essay.

For students in law school
or who are preparing to take
the plunge, the Federal
Circuit Bar Association has
awarded almost $400,000 in
scholarships since 2001.
There are multiple awards given out by
the Federal Circuit Bar Association and
the selection process for each one differs,
so read through the descriptions on their
website to find the program that fits you
best.
There are many scholarships available to
empower minority law students. Banner
& Witcoff Ltd offers the Donald W.
Banner Diversity Scholarship for Law
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Students, to support the development of
intellectual property lawyers from diverse
backgrounds.
Applicants must be currently enrolled
in a J.D. program at an American Bar
Association-accredited law school in
the U.S. Students of all backgrounds
are encouraged to apply and priority
is given to students of historically
underrepresented minority groups.
The ABA offers the ABA Legal
Opportunity Scholarship Fund to
ethnically diverse students. Twenty
incoming law students will receive $15,000
over their three years of law school.
The National Asian Pacific American
Bar Association offers a variety of
scholarships to support law students who
demonstrate a commitment to serving
as leaders in the Asian Pacific American
community. These scholarships are listed
on their website and include eight to 10
$2,000 awards from the NAPABA Law
Foundation; two $7,500 awards supported
by Anheuser-Busch; two $5,000 awards
supported by UPS; one $2,500 award
in the memory of Chris Nakamura and a
$2,500 award sponsored by the law firm of
Lim, Ruger & Kim in Los Angeles.

For law students with hearing loss, the
Alexander Graham Bell Association for
the Deaf and Hard of Hearing offers up
to three awards of $5,000 each year for
law students with hearing loss. Applicants
must have moderately severe to profound
pre-lingual hearing loss and use spoken
language as the primary mode of
communication.
Finally, the Miss America Organization
offers the Leonard C. Horn Award
for Legal Studies. This scholarship is
available for women who have competed
at a national, state, or local Miss America
Pageant since 1993, regardless of whether
or not a title was won. Applicants are
evaluated based on a combination of LSAT
score, academics, extracurricular activities
and financial aid requirements.
This is just the tip of the iceberg when it
comes to scholarship opportunities for
law students, so make sure to conduct
your own search based on your specific
career interests and background. Contact
the admissions office at your law school to
find out what opportunities are offered by
your school. Many universities have their
own scholarship programs – and they may
also know of scholarship opportunities
sponsored by law firms in your community.

American University’s Washington
College of Law also has a listing of
scholarships for law students from
diverse backgrounds. It offers specific
opportunities for students who identify as
African-American, American Indian, Asian
Pacific-American, Japanese-American,
Korean-American, Hispanic or lesbian,
gay, bisexual or transgender.
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Assemble Applications to These
Scholarships for Mechanics
(Originally Published 1/30/14)

By Carissa Chang Cress

W

ith technology at our fingertips and
machinery that’s becoming more
advanced, the need for a more
skilled, high-tech workforce is crucial. Paired
with trade-school trends that require formal
training, mechanics continue to be in demand
for their expert services.
Fortunately, the need for mechanics and
technicians means that there are scholarships
out there to support your higher education
training. In addition to automotive and aviation
scholarships that The Scholarship Coach has
featured in the past, there are some more
varied awards for those that dream of fixing
the machinery that keeps the world moving.
One of best places to start your scholarship
search is at the school you’re interested in or
planning to attend. The Universal Technical
Institute lists more than 30 scholarships and
grants on its foundation website for students
who plan on studying at a UTI campus.
From trucks to motor sports, there are a
number of mechanic-related awards available.
Some scholarships have to be used for a
specific campus location, but others are
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more general, like the new Reaction Time
Scholarship, a $1,000 award for students to
attend any UTI/NASCAR Technical Institute
campus.
The Global Automotive Aftermarket
Symposium offers a number of technician
scholarships geared toward the automotive
aftermarket, thanks to its network of more
than 30 automotive aftermarket organizations
– groups that specialize in services and
sales of automotive parts. Simply fill out one
application and it will be reviewed by all of the
organizations where you meet qualifications.
Graduating high school seniors are
eligible to apply, which includes an online
scholarship application, at least one letter of
recommendation and a 250-word essay on
why the applicant believes he or she should
receive a scholarship. The deadline to apply is
March 31, 2014.
For aircraft lovers, the AMTSociety
AMTScholarship Program ensures that
“future aircraft maintenance technicians are
recognized for their desire to enter into the
skilled aircraft maintenance profession.”
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The AMFA Scholarship, for example, is for
students who want to pursue a professional
aviation maintenance career.
Check the scholarship criteria before
applying, as there are different eligibility
requirements depending on the program.
All scholarship programs require that
applicants are members of AMTSociety.
Although the deadline for 2014 winners
has passed, be on the lookout for a new
application cycle, as scholarships are
awarded each year.
If the tour or travel industry piques your
interest, check out the American Bus
Association Foundation’s George T.
Snyder, Jr., Scholarship Program. It
includes six different types of scholarship
programs, both for association members
and nonmembers.

If you’re not a member of ABA, you can still
apply for the Academic Merit Scholarship,
which applies to any study related to
transportation, travel or the tourism
industry. All awards from ABA are given to
full-time undergraduate students.
Along with national groups, local trade
associations can be great resources for
scholarships, too. For example, the Rocky
Mountain Master Mechanic Association
offers the Ernest Swinney Master
Mechanic Scholarship – an award that’s
perfect if you’re interested in studying
mining-related technical, maintenance or
field mechanics in the Rocky Mountain
region.
Taking time to research awards from both
large and small programs could pay off,
and every little bit helps.

The Peter L. Picknelly Honorary
Scholarship specifically recognizes bus
drivers or maintenance personnel or awards
dependents of association members who
work in these fields.
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Pen an Application to
Scholarships for Poets, Writers
(Originally Published 4/10/14)

By Angela Frisk

W

hether you’re an aspiring poet
looking to fund your writing
degree or an inspired biology
major with an extracurricular knack for
spoken word performance, there are
scholarship selection committees waiting to
enjoy your poetry, prose and other creative
works. Look into the following college
scholarships for something that matches
your particular style.
The Poetry Foundation sponsors the Ruth
Lilly and Dorothy Sargent Rosenberg
Poetry Fellowships. Five awards of $25,800
each will be awarded to young poets
between the ages of 21 and 31.
To apply, you must submit 10 pages of
poetry along with a 250-word introduction to
your work. The deadline to apply is coming
up on April 30, so start working on your
submissions now.
The Live Poets Society of N.J. publishes
the magazine Just Poetry, and grants small
awards of $100 to $500 to high school
poets for outstanding poetry submissions.
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This scholarship is great for young writers,
because it comes with the opportunity to
be published. You may even submit a new
poem every 90 days, giving you plenty of
opportunities to be selected and allowing
you to fearlessly express your creativity
without the pressure of getting it right the
first time.
Poetry Out Loud sponsors a national
spoken poetry competition, where high
school students compete for a $20,000
national scholarship and varying smaller
awards at the state level. Students and
teachers work together to start their own
local competition, then nominate a student
to represent their school at the state finals.
State winners advance to the national finals,
held in April in Washington, D.C.
State competitions are well underway for
2014, but it’s not too early to start planning
for your local school competition, which may
start with the new school year in September.
Participating schools must complete an
application by November and then select
their student representative by January.
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Pennsylvania’s Ursinus College offers the
unique Creative Writing Award in honor
of J.D. Salinger, author of “The Catcher
in the Rye,” for seniors in high school
who stand out for their “quirky brilliance.”
The selected student will have the honor
of inhabiting Salinger’s dorm room at
Ursinus College in addition to a $30,000
per year scholarship.
To apply, you may submit up to 10 pages
of creative writing along with a short,
simple entry form indicating whether you
have applied for admission to Ursinus
College.
Elsewhere, Michigan State University
offers the Ambrose D. Pattullo
Endowed Scholarship in Poetry, for
undergraduate and graduate students in
the English department with an interest
in studying, writing or teaching poetry.
If you’re an undergrad, you’ll need a 3.0
GPA to apply. Graduate students must
have a 3.5 GPA. The deadline for this
year’s award has passed, but interested
students should mark it down for next
year.

If you’re still making decisions about
where to go to college, consider applying
for the University of Wisconsin—
Madison’s First Wave Program. This
program offers scholarships valued up
to full tuition for students dedicated to
growing creatively and contributing to
the spoken word and hip-hop scene
in Madison. First Wave students
receive guidance in a personalized
academic track that incorporates career
development with artistic expression.
When it comes to these scholarships, the
hard part will be deciding what written
pieces you should submit. Most poetry
and creative writing scholarships require
written submissions that demonstrate
your style and abilities.
Building a portfolio of your work will be
crucial in applying for poetry scholarships
and will also benefit you in the future
by demonstrating your writing skills to
potential schools or employers. So start
writing now if you don’t have a portfolio
ready just yet. It’s never too late to let
your creativity materialize and help you
snag a scholarship.
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Campaign for These Presidential
College Scholarships
(Originally Published 2/13/14)

By Angela Frisk

Y

ou may have Feb. 17 off from
school for Presidents Day, but
The Scholarship Coach is giving
you a homework assignment. To make the
most of your day off, we’ve compiled a
list of scholarships associated with former
U.S. presidents for you to apply for. You
might even learn some fun facts about
presidential history while you complete
your applications.
In 1945, in the wake of World War II,
Senator J. William Fulbright proposed a
bill to promote peace and understanding
through international educational
exchanges. The next year, President Harry
S. Truman signed the bill into law and
the Fulbright Program was born. As the
nation’s flagship study abroad program, the
Fulbright Program offers the opportunity for
students to develop a research project or
teach in another country.
Truman’s commitment to education
didn’t stop there. The Harry S. Truman
Scholarship Foundation offers 55 to 65
awards annually to students nominated by
their undergraduate institution.
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This award is designed specifically for
students who want to change society for
the better by pursuing graduate studies
related to public service, education or the
nonprofit sector. Visit the Harry S. Truman
Foundation website to find a representative
at your school and express your interest in
applying.
The Washington Crossing Foundation
awards scholarships ranging from $500
to $5,000 to high school seniors pursuing
a career in government service. To apply,
you will need to write an essay about your
career plans and how you’ve been inspired
by President George Washington’s famous
crossing of the Delaware River.
The American University in Dubai created
the William Jefferson Clinton Scholarship
to further the goals of the Clinton
Foundation and encourage cross-cultural
understanding between the U.S. and Arab
nations. Apply for this scholarship if you’d
like to spend a fully funded semester
abroad in Dubai.
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On this side of the Atlantic, the Herbert
Hoover Presidential Library Association
sponsors the Uncommon Student
$5,000 Award for up to 15 Iowa high
school juniors each year. Selected
students will be required to give a
presentation at the Herbert Hoover
Library-Museum in West Branch, Iowa.
The U.S. Department of Transportation
offers a variety of fellowships in the
name of Dwight D. Eisenhower for
students pursuing studies related
to transportation. These awards are
available for students in a wide range
of programs, who attend community
colleges and four-year universities, and
with opportunities available specifically
for minority students and students with
disabilities.

As the nation’s flagship
study abroad program, the
Fulbright Program offers
the opportunity for students
to develop a research
project or teach in another
country.

student to support dissertation research
in a field related to public diplomacy
and the U.S. political process.
And the American Museum of Natural
History offers grants through the
Theodore Roosevelt Memorial
Fund. These $500 to $3,500 grants
support graduate level research on
North American fauna. Roosevelt was
dedicated to supporting natural history,
and recognized the important role
students play in preserving the legacy
of conservation in the U.S.
In words commonly attributed to
Roosevelt, “A man who has never gone
to school may steal from a freight car,
but if he has a university education, he
may steal the whole railroad.”
While we don’t condone train robbery, if
you secure a freight car full of potential
scholarships now, you’ll have a whole
railroad of opportunities laid out ahead
of you. With financial support for a
strong education putting you on the
right path, one day you may have a
presidential scholarship named after
you.

Eisenhower pushed for the creation
of the interstate highway system we
have today and these fellowships
are a tribute to the important role
transportation plays in our nation’s
security.
On the graduate level, the Gerald
R. Ford Presidential Library and
Museum awards $5,000 to a doctoral
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Reap the Benefits of Bountiful
Farming Scholarships
(Originally Published 3/6/14)

By Michelle Showalter

T

he U.S. Department of Agriculture
estimates that there are more than
2.2 million farms in the U.S. – and 96
percent of them are family farms. If you are a
child from a farming background, you know
that even though farming and agriculture is
a tough business, growing up in wide open
spaces is something special.
There’s no reason you have to give up
this lifestyle, as careers in the agricultural
industry abound. In fact, according to
a 2010 report from the USDA, there are
currently more jobs available in agriculture,
food systems, renewable energy and
the environment than there are qualified
graduates to fill them. There are also plenty
of college scholarships available for studying
agriculture.
Find out if you are or a parent is a member
of the United Agribusiness League, an
organization whose mission is to unite
agribusiness and provide members with
economic solutions and benefits. Since
1989, it has awarded nearly $900,000 in
scholarships.
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Last year, $75,000 was made available to
students through the UnitedAg & United
Agricultural Benefit Trust Scholarship
Program. To be eligible, either you or a
parent must be affiliated with UnitedAg or
UABT.
The scholarship is actually open to any major
of study, and though this year’s deadline
has just passed, check back in early 2015 to
apply for the next round.
Students who are interested and involved
in livestock production or showing livestock
are eligible to apply for a Sullivan Show
Supply’s Youth Scholarship award. Twenty
scholarships worth $1,000 each will be
awarded to students who are passionate
about the livestock industry or livestock
production.
Though an agriculture major or career goal
in livestock is not required, you must intend
to continue being involved in the livestock
industry. U.S. and Canadian residents should
apply by March 15 to be considered for this
year’s round of scholarships.
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College juniors or seniors who are
currently pursing poultry or related
agriculture degrees are encouraged to look
into the scholarships available through the
National Poultry & Food Distributors
Association. Don’t be a chicken – apply
before May 31 for a chance to win one of
these $2,000 scholarships.
If you’re pursuing a graduate degree
and conducting dairy-related research
that could directly benefit milk marketing
cooperatives and dairy producers,
consider applying for a scholarship from
the National Milk Producers Foundation,
the oldest farm commodity organization in
the U.S. To qualify for the NMPF National
Dairy Leadership Scholarship Program,
you must submit your application no later
than April 4.
Students and their parents living in a rural
region of the Northwest – specifically
Idaho, Montana, Oregon, Washington
or Alaska – may be members of the
Northwest Farm Credit Services, an
agricultural lender and crop insurance
provider.
Every year since 1996, Northwest FCS
provides scholarships to children of
customers, and you don’t have to be
pursuing a career in agriculture to apply.
If your parents are not customers of
Northwest FCS but you are interested
in an agriculture career, check out the
Diversity Scholarships and the Land
Grant Scholarships. Deadlines for
all three scholarships have passed,
but check back in early 2015 for your
chance to apply during the next round of
scholarships.

According to a 2010 report
from the USDA, there are
currently more jobs available
in agriculture, food systems,
renewable energy and the
environment than there are
qualified graduates to fill
them.
High school seniors who hail from Iowa
should check out the Iowa Soybean
Association’s Ag Scholarship Program.
If you plan on attending an agriculturerelated college or university, have an
accumulated GPA of at least 3.0 and
can show community involvement
and leadership, don’t miss this great
opportunity. Plus, if your parents or
grandparents are members of the Iowa
Soybean Association, you get special
preference.
Lastly, make sure to check out our
previous post on scholarships for
agriculture majors for other great
scholarship resources. Apply today so you
can focus on farming tomorrow.
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Check Into These Hospitality
Management Scholarships
(Originally Published 3/20/14)

By Matt Konrad

F

or high school and college students,
the long winter is finally turning into
spring break. And for lots of them,
spring break means forgetting school stress
and letting hotels and restaurants handle
room and board for a week.
Those hotels and restaurants employ a ton of
people behind the scenes to keep everything
running smoothly while guests have a good
time with friends. They’re large, complex
businesses that require expert leadership.
If you’re interested in moving from being a
guest to becoming a manager, hospitality
management might just be the career path
for you.
Hospitality management, or hospitality
administration, is a large field with an array
of majors. Depending on your interest and
skills, you can pursue degrees centered
on hotel management, travel and tourism,
conference or event management, the
restaurant industry and more. A course of
study can cover everything from business to
food science to botany, and internships and
assistantships are typical components as
well.
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There are a variety of scholarships out
there in all of these fields, and a number are
open for applications now. You may not be
thinking about scholarships on spring break,
but if you’re considering a hospitality degree,
this should be next on your to-do list after
you return from the beach.
The American Hotel & Lodging Education
Foundation should be the first scholarship
stop for any student considering a hospitality
management degree. The more than
60-year-old foundation is dedicated to
funding research and academic study within
the industry, and they currently provide 10
different scholarships for future hospitality
leaders.
Availability and criteria vary by program.
You can apply for them all with a single
application, but note that some awards
require a nomination from your current or
prospective college. Applications for the
awards are open from Jan. 1 through May
1 each year, so there is plenty of time left to
apply for this year’s awards.
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For another wide-ranging single
application, check out the scholarships
managed by Tourism Cares, the
nonprofit foundation that supports
the National Tour Association,
American Society of Travel Agents and
International Air Transport Association.

Both the University of Nevada—Las
Vegas’ Harrah College of Hotel
Administration and Florida International
University’s Chaplin School of
Hospitality and Tourism Management
offer sizable scholarships and resources
to enrolled students.

Tourism Cares also awards both
academic and professional development
scholarships, and their more than
50 awards, ranging from $1,000 to
$4,000, serve high school seniors,
undergraduates and graduate students
in virtually every area of hospitality and
travel studies. Applications opened
a couple of weeks ago, and will be
available through April 15. Awards aren’t
renewable, but past recipients are invited
to reapply.

Elsewhere, prestigious programs like
Cornell University’s School of Hotel
Administration and the University of
Houston’s Conrad N. Hilton College
also provide a variety of scholarship
funds and internship opportunities for
undergrads and graduate students alike.

If you’re pursuing a potential career
in the food, beverage or restaurant
industries, bookmark the James Beard
Foundation’s scholarship website now,
and come back when applications open
April 1. Given by the same foundation
that awards the nation’s most prestigious
restaurant prizes, the Beard Foundation
scholarships include programs for
everyone from pastry chefs to food
policy leaders. Awards vary by year, but
there’s generally something of interest
to any hospitality major with a focus on
food.

These national and school-specific funds
will go a long way toward supporting
your hospitality education, whether
you’re looking to manage golf courses,
fine dining restaurants or boutique bedand-breakfasts. Even if you’re not in
college yet, take some time this spring
to apply for what you can and research
your future opportunities, and you’ll be a
few steps closer to a career at that hotel
on the beach.

As always, you should explore
scholarships specific to your school.
Some nationally recognized hospitality
colleges can be found in tourism
hotbeds like Las Vegas and Miami.
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Dig Into Scholarships to Cover
Extra College Costs
(Originally Published 3/27/14)

By Carissa Chang Cress

I

t’s no secret that college is expensive.
According to the College Board, the
average tuition and fees for out-ofstate, four-year public institutions was
$22,203 for 2013-2014.
Those tuition and fees may not take into
account other charges like textbooks,
housing and meals. Multiply those costs by
four years of schooling, and the expenses
can add up quickly. If you’re searching for
ways to chip away at your college bills,
scholarships for extra costs can help ease
part of your financial burden.
Whether you’re in your first or last year of
college, you likely have course materials
listed on your syllabi, and that means having
to buy textbooks and supplies. The National
Association of College Stores reports that
students had spent an average of $662 on
required course materials in the past 12
months. In addition to alternative options
for managing the cost of supplies, such as
buying used and renting, you can also search
for scholarships that pay specifically for
textbooks.
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The Akademos/TextbookX Textbook
Scholarship Contest is a good place
to start. The virtual bookstore offered a
Facebook photo contest for last year’s
application, asking students to share what
textbook affordability meant to them. Last
year’s first-place winner won $1,000, and
runners-up received $250. Their scholarship
cycle typically begins in the summer, so
check back for details for an upcoming
contest.
The MyBookBuyer.com Textbooks For
a Year Scholarship is another textbook
scholarship worth your while. The essaybased program encourages creativity in the
assignment, asking applicants to write a tip
to share with college students.
The top applicant gets $1,250, and a runnerup receives $250. The scholarship is offered
twice per year and is currently open for
application. Apply by May 31 for the spring
cycle.
To help cover the growing cost of college
housing, you’ll want to research your state’s
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higher education office for housingrelated grants. The Cal Grant B, for
example, includes a non-tuition award for
living expenses like transportation, books
and supplies.
It’s an ideal option for easing those extra
college costs for qualifying, low-income
students at the start of their freshman
year. Starting sophomore year, the grant
tacks on an additional award to help
offset tuition and fees.
If you’re a student in Florida and looking
for room and board assistance, check out
the Southern Scholarship Foundation.
This renewable scholarship is in the form
of rent-free housing near the campuses
of some of the largest colleges in Florida.
The only charge as part of the program is
for food and services, which are pooled
together with other program residents.
Applications are accepted year-round
from students that demonstrate financial
need. But if you’re already interested and
want to apply soon, priority deadlines are

April 1 and Oct. 31 for the fall and spring
semesters, respectively.
If a meal plan is draining your budget,
take a look at scholarships at your
college to see if any of them specifically
cover meal plans. The University of
Houston’s Dining Services has a unique
partnership with the financial aid office to
offer meal plan scholarships. Applicants
that meet academic requirements
can receive an all-access meal plan
scholarship, as well as meal plan dollars
to use at certain retail locations.
While this list is a start, always follow up
with your financial aid office about which
scholarships are currently available at
your institution. Since awards vary from
program to program, it’s best to find out
which expenses qualify under a particular
scholarship – some of those expenses
may apply to those additional college
costs as well as tuition. It may require
more probing, but the payoff could be
worth it.
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Learn to Score College
Scholarships on Campus
(Originally Published 1/23/14)

Drexel University’s financial aid website is
a particularly nice example of what you’ll
hope to find. It includes information on
federal and state aid and a lot of specific
scholarships only available to Drexel
students.

By Matt Konrad

Y

our intended major can open the
door to many college-specific
scholarships, so remember to
investigate options once you’ve declared.
Across the nation, college students are
returning from winter breaks and J-term
sojourns and the second semester of the
year is getting into full swing. If you’re in
college, you know how hectic this time of
year can be. You’re finding your way to new
classrooms, your brain is occupied by new
subjects and your wallet is a little lighter
thanks to new textbooks.
In the midst of all of that, financial aid is
probably the last thing you want to think
about. Like it or not, though, the new year
also means taking a new look at your money.
Fortunately, there are only a few things that
all college students need to do in order to
find and maximize the scholarships they can
find on campus.
1. Don’t forget your FAFSA: If you’re a
freshman, this year’s Free Application for
Federal Student Aid might be a little more
complicated than last year’s. Even if you’re
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A dedicated financial aid officer can help
you look at your grant, scholarship, loan
and work-study options to figure out what
will make the most sense and leave you
with the least debt. Once you’ve got a plan
in place, you can turn to your financial aid
office website to find scholarships.

a rising senior, it will still require a few more
calls and emails to your parents.
Despite the extra effort, the FAFSA – which
became available Jan. 1 for this year’s
applications – is still key to much of your
financial aid and scholarship eligibility for
next year.
The form will determine your federal
and state financial aid packages, and
many colleges require it for need-based
institutional scholarships. Check your
school’s deadlines carefully. Old Dominion
University, for example, requires a FAFSA
by Feb. 15 to be considered for need-based
scholarships and students going to California
State Polytechnic State University have until
March 2.
2. Make friends with the financial aid
office: Even if you’ve only completed one
semester of college, you probably know that
the financial aid world can be confusing.
Fortunately, there are trained experts on your
campus who can help you find opportunities
and figure out how scholarships can fit into
your total financial aid package.
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Your school likely has a similar site; now’s
the time to find it, and to make a to-do list
for award applications! And don’t forget to
speak with your adviser once or twice per
semester. An ongoing relationship means
you’ll hear about new opportunities and
you’ll know where to turn with questions or
appeals.
3. Dig into your college and your major:
While financial aid websites provide good
overviews of a school’s opportunities, your
skills and interests are even more likely to
pay off in the form of scholarships from
your college and your major.

often dropping off after freshman year,
these awards are incredibly valuable.
Your major may be an even more lucrative
scholarship source. Once you’ve declared,
you’ll open the door to a wide array of
potential awards such as economics
scholarships funded by business school
alumni, premed scholarships provided by
local hospitals, art-history scholarships in
memory of museum patrons and more.
These scholarships are designed to
reward students with the same passion
as their designers, and your skills in your
chosen major can pay off. My alma mater,
the University of Minnesota School of
Journalism and Mass Communications
offers more than 50 scholarships
for journalism students and, like the
awards above, they only require a single
application. This is a big reason why you
should declare a major as early as you
can.
College life is busy every day, but it’s a
worthwhile investment to take time at the
beginning of the year and get your FAFSA,
your financial aid plan and your schoolspecific scholarships in order.

If you’re at a large university, chances
are you’re enrolled in a specific college.
That college of liberal arts or college of
sciences can be an excellent source of
scholarships.
The University of Oregon’s College of Arts
and Sciences, for example, offers a host
of scholarships to its students. They’re all
available through a single application and
earmarked for continuing undergraduate
and graduate students. With financial aid
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Turn Summer Jobs Into College
Scholarship Opportunities
(Originally Published 5/15/14)

By Matt Konrad

S

ummer is approaching, and that
means millions of students will soon
be looking to earn some extra money
through a summer job. These jobs can be a
terrific way to get real-world work experience
and cash for college. And if your employer
also offers scholarships or tuition assistance,
they can also pay off with more than just a
paycheck.
Here are five things college students should
know that can help turn a summer job into
financial aid.
1. Fast food and retail jobs are generous
scholarship providers.
With national presence and huge student
workforces, large retail stores and fast-food
restaurants have become some of the largest
providers of employee scholarships. If you’re
planning to flip burgers or stock shelves
this summer, you have plenty of scholarship
options: Burger King, McDonald’s, Chickfil-A, Walmart and the Yum! Brands
restaurants – Taco Bell, KFC and Pizza
Hut – are among the dozens of major food
and retail businesses that offer scholarship
applications for team members.

44

|

your qualified tuition expenses. One of
the best-known programs is the UPS Earn
and Learn program, which provides parttime management UPS employees up to
$4,000 per year with a lifetime maximum
of $20,000. If you’re in the South, you can
earn up to $3,200 per year in employee
tuition reimbursement from Publix grocery
stores, while working just 10 hours per
week.
3. Staying on campus can pay off, no
matter where you work.

Fast-food scholarships aren’t limited to
national chains, either. If you’re a student
or recent graduate in the Seattle area, you
may want to make one of the region’s six
Dick’s Drive-In locations your first stop on
your summer job search. The local burger
joint famously offers four-year scholarships
totaling $22,000 to eligible student
employees. High school grads from the class
of 2014 have until June 30 to apply for work,
and will become eligible for awards after two
months.
2. Tuition assistance and tuition
reimbursement are free college money,
too.
In the past, The Scholarship Coach has
covered a few options for finding college
money through your summer job, and some
of the most lucrative programs involve
tuition assistance or tuition reimbursement.
These options might not be as familiar as
scholarships, but they’re actually an even
simpler way to find funding.
Unlike scholarships, which may require a
competitive application, tuition assistance
programs agree to reimburse all or part of
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If you’re a current college student, some
of your best job options may be right
outside your dorm. Work-study positions
are often a part of your total financial aid
package and many of these jobs also offer
the opportunity to apply for additional
scholarships.
The list of possibilities is almost endless
and includes library employees at
Appalachian State or the University
of Washington; student union staff
at the University of Michigan; cooks
and bookstore clerks at the College of
Brockport—SUNY; and recreational and
sports staff at Ohio State.
In short, if you’re in college and looking for
summer work, your campus employment
office should be your first stop.

If your work involves caring for a family
member, the Caregivers Support Network
provides a number of scholarships that
honor this difficult task. If you work in
professional, health care or property
services, find out if you’re represented by
one of the major service unions. Service
Employees International Union and the
American Federation of State, County
and Municipal Employees both provide a
number of member scholarships.
And if you’re a student entrepreneur
who’s running or planning your own small
business while in college, the GreenPal
Business Scholarship rewards students
who work as their own boss.
5. You should always ask about
scholarships before you start a job.
We’ve covered plenty of options above
for turning your summer employment
into a college scholarship, but these only
scratch the surface. Plenty of companies
– especially smaller local and regional
employers – don’t advertise their employee
scholarships publicly.
As you’re out there looking for part-time
hours this summer, don’t forget to ask
about scholarships, tuition reimbursement
and any other programs that might provide
college assistance beyond your paycheck.

4. Don’t be afraid to think outside the
box.
While campus positions, fast food and
retail are the most common jobs for
students, they’re not for everyone. But
just because these jobs aren’t a fit for you
doesn’t mean you’re out of luck when it
comes to scholarships.
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Make the Most of Summer With
Essay Contest Scholarships
(Originally Published 6/5/14)

By Angela Frisk

O

nce summer has arrived and your
final papers are handed in, you may
find yourself with some spare time –
and maybe even fleeting feelings of nostalgia
for writing assignments.

There are more details on the website, with
examples of how to cite sources and select a
topic for the essay. The deadline to apply is
Jan. 15, 2015.

Take advantage of this free time by seeking
out scholarships that require an essay
as part of the application, and let your
creativity pay off in a big way. Although
some scholarship programs are already
closed for 2014, it doesn’t hurt to plan ahead
and prepare applications and essays for
submission in the fall and spring.

The Abraham Lincoln Brigade Archives
sponsors the George Watt Prize for
undergraduate and graduate students.
Essays are on the topic of the Spanish Civil
War and related issues during the 1920s
and 1930s, and must be between 3,500 and
7,500 words. Two awards of $500 will be
given. The deadline to apply is Aug. 1, so
now is a good time to start your research.

One of the best-known essay scholarships
is the Profile in Courage Essay Contest,
sponsored by the John F. Kennedy
Presidential Library.

The Fleet Reserve Association offers an
essay contest for any students in grades
seven through 12. This year’s theme is “Why
I am proud to be an American.”

Students in grades nine through 12 are
eligible to apply, and essays may not be
more than 1,000 words. This year’s essays
must describe an act of political courage by
a U.S. elected official that occurred during or
after 1956, the publication date of Profiles in
Courage.

Essays may not exceed 350 words. Multiple
students are selected to receive recognition,
and award amounts range from $1,000 to
$5,000. Additional awards may be distributed
by your local FRA sponsor branch as well, so
be sure to contact them for details.
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The International Association of
Plumbing and Mechanical Officials
sponsors an essay contest every year
with three students selected to receive
scholarships. You must be a high school
senior or current student at a college,
vocational school or training program to
apply. Essays must be between 800 and
1,600 words and concern a selected topic
each year.
This year’s topic was “How is the planet’s
energy future tied to the innovation and
skill of the plumbing and mechanical
industry?” for the up to $1,000
scholarship. The deadline to apply was
May 1, so check back for the 2015 award
information.
Washington State Association for
Justice offers multiple scholarship
programs for high school and college
students in the state of Washington.
There are essay contests that focus on
increasing awareness of the importance
of the justice system in society and
even scholarships that ask applicants to
produce a public service announcement

video. This year’s video topic was texting
and driving. If you are a law school
graduate, there are also scholarships to
help offset the cost of bar review courses.
The Ayn Rand Institute offers a number
of essay contests, awarding $100,000 in
scholarships for high school and college
students every year. The topic of each
contest is based on one of Ayn Rand’s
novels. Deadlines to apply vary based on
which essay contest you are entering.
The Bird Dog Foundation offers essaycontest scholarships to high school
seniors. The deadline to apply is April 15
every year. You must live in Tennessee,
Arkansas or Mississippi to be eligible to
apply. Scholarship recipients will receive
an award of up to $1,500.
When summer vacation ends and
scholarship season opens up, you’ll be
happy to have some of the hard work of
essay writing already done.
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Find Mentoring Programs That
Offer Scholarship Support
(Originally Published 6/19/14)

By Michelle Showalter

A

ll of us need role models in our
lives – someone who we can
look to for support, guidance
and friendship. Unfortunately, not all young
people have an abundance of healthy
role models to look up to. That’s why, in
communities across the country, mentoring
programs exist to help fill this gap in a
child’s or teen’s life.
By pairing adults or older teens with
young people, mentoring programs help
encourage students to stay in school, make
good choices and pursue a postsecondary
education. What’s more, many of these
programs offer college scholarship
opportunities exclusively to participants.
The Boys & Girls Clubs of America
probably has a chapter in your local
community, since the organization serves
almost 4 million young people in 4,000
clubs across the country. Boys & Girls Clubs
strives to provide a welcoming and safe
environment where youth can learn and
growth with the help of caring adults.
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It also provides a tremendous scholarship
opportunity through the Youth of the Year
program.
To win a scholarship, you must first be
recognized as the Youth of the Month and
Youth of the Year through your local Boys
& Girls Clubs. Local Youth of the Year
go on to participate in state and regional
competitions, where generous scholarships
are awarded. State winners receive $1,000
and five regional winners receive a $10,000
scholarship. If you happen to become the
Boys & Girls Clubs National Youth of the
Year, you’ll receive an additional $50,000
scholarship, which is installed by the
President of the United States.
This prestigious scholarship is most likely
not the only opportunity available to you
as a Boys & Girls Clubs participant, as
most regional clubs offer less competitive
scholarship opportunities to their local
participants. For example, the Boys & Girls
Clubs of Boston offers six scholarships to
help members or alumni pursue their dream
of a college education.
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Big Brothers Big Sisters is another
popular mentoring program that
believes that every child should be
able to succeed and thrive in life. The
organization pairs adult volunteers,
known as “Bigs,” and children, known
as “Littles,” in communities across the
country and bills itself as the nation’s
largest mentoring network.
Many of the regional Big Brothers Big
Sisters organizations provide scholarship
opportunities to participants. For
example Big Brothers Big Sisters of
Central Texas provides eligible youth
with $2,000 scholarships, which are
matched by various colleges and
universities in Texas. Big Brothers
Big Sisters of Central California also
distributes scholarships to local
participants.
Another interesting mentoring program
with a slightly different mission is Girls
on the Run, which encourages girls
to be joyful, healthy and confident and
integrates running and physical activity.

Many of the organization’s regional
locations provide college scholarships to
former participants.
For example, Girls on the Run North
Georgia offers one scholarship annually
to alumnae of the program, as does Girls
on the Run of Central Illinois.
Lastly, there are a number of mentoring
programs that exist at the regional,
state or local level, and many provide
college scholarships to their participants.
In Miami, the Women of Tomorrow
Mentor & Scholarship Program awards
scholarships yearly, as does the New
York City Mentoring Program.
If you’re involved in a mentoring program
that’s unique to your community,
make sure you ask if there are any
scholarships for which you might be
eligible. Every little bit helps when it
comes to paying for college.
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